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eace which revealed at once the difficulties of the task
before him and the need of making it palpably plain
that Poland was no longer to be treated as a mere
negligible factor in the European situation.  In March of
1933 particulars began to be available of what was
termed the Four-Power Pact, surely one of the most ill-
conceived and dangerous of the many unsuccessful
proposals championed in the interest of European Peace
by the kte Ramsay MacDonald.   The League of Nations
was beginning to drag along uneasily at Geneva.  It was
plain to the Polish observers that it was petering out
to a very feeble flame.  The French had brought forward
a scheme of disarmament and mutual assistance with a
League army to quell the aggressor. Ramsay Mac-
Donald who could never see that such schemes were all
of a piece and that if you subtracted one factor from
them> the total value was next to nothing, replied to the
French by his own pet scheme of Disarmament, with
armies limited to 200,000 men and a strict and differential
rationing of armaments as between nation and nation.
This scheme, as it was joined to no proposals for tighten-
ing Collective Security, surely meant that war was as
imminent as before, only that it was to be waged with
fewer weapons of less calibre, and where pne country
which had been baptized at the outset as \ smaller* was
put at a disadvantage in rektion to an aggressive neigh-
bout, by having an army strictly limited in numbers as
compared with that particular neighbour.   Of course it
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